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NICOLAI SPEAKS AT GREENFIELD DPU HEARING 
Advocates Approving Berkshire Gas Supply Contract 

 
 

Speaking on behalf of the Economic Development Council of Western Massachusetts, Paul 

Nicolai, Esq. advocated that the Massachusetts Dept. of Public. Utilities approve a proposed contract for 

the supply of additional natural gas to Berkshire Gas. 

 

The EDC, a public/private partnership promoting the economic development of Franklin, 

Hampshire and Hampden counties, conducted an extensive study of the natural gas supply resulting 

electricity cost problems in Western Massachusetts back in 2014. The result was an understanding that 

failure to address the natural gas supply problem would lead to increased dislocation of Western 

Massachusetts economic activities. 

 

The first dislocation – a $6,000,000,000 tax on electric bills – has happened for each of the last 

two years and will happen again next winter. On top of the fact that they such as the cost of 

Massachusetts are amongst the highest in the country, this means another $6,000,000,000 will come out 

of consumer’s pockets to natural gas suppliers outside the region. 

 

The second dislocation is moratoria on new natural gas supplies. Berkshire Gas has imposed a 

moratorium in one district. Another moratorium has been announced and is coming shortly. This means 



the communities affected cannot allow new businesses to receive gas supplies. No new businesses means 

no new jobs. 

 

Because the Commonwealth has a policy of reducing economic activity carbon footprint, using 

natural gas for electricity generation must continue to increase. Since the Commonwealth implemented its 

carbon footprint reducing policies the proportion of electricity generated by the use of natural gas has 

risen from 15% to 45%. The decommissioning of an additional 8 GW of oil and atomic electricity 

generating facilities in the next three years will bring that proportion up to 52%. Renewable sources and 

conservation, while important, will not fill the bill. 

 

While solving these problems is complicated and requires sensitive, considered coordination of 

policies, Massachusetts either takes steps to increase the supply of natural gas or finds itself in a position 

where it must tell its residents they can no longer continue to live in Western Massachusetts affordably. 

 

 Established in 1996, the EDC brings together public and private leadership in three counties to 

support the creation of quality jobs and enhanced public and private investment.  Affiliated partners of the 

EDC are the Affiliated Chambers of Commerce, the Greater Springfield Convention and Visitors Bureau, 

Westfield Business Improvement District, Springfield Business Improvement District, Westmass Area 

Development Corporation, Valley Venture Mentors and the Westover Metropolitan Airport. 

Attorney Nicolai is President of Nicolai Law Group, P.C., which he founded in 1988. The 

attorneys of Nicolai Law Group, P.C. represent businesses and their owners in Massachusetts, 

Connecticut, New York, New Hampshire and Washington, D.C.  Their philosophy emphasizes preventive 

law to maximize business results for their customers through the appropriate use of professional talent. 

Nicolai Law Group prides itself on prompt and responsive customer service that gets the job done. 
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